hough
bustling and
cosmaopolitan

Bangalore is
the capital of Karnataka, the
much smaller city of Mysone
wasonce the centre of the
Mysore Kingdom, which
ruled alarge part of South
India for cver 500 years.
Today, Mysore'sroyal legacy
lives aninits many majestic
palaces and hernitage
buildings. This isa popular
tourist destination, not

Taipei's = 5et in a renovated,

year-old townhouse = is worth spending a
few nights in. The common room in the attic
is acosy spotin which to chat with newfound
friends. tel: +B86 (009 8667 TB3T

The popular bar at

is ahandy icebreaker for those
travelling solo. B d the appeal of holiday
revelry, the en-suite rooms are elegant and the
dorms are spacious. tel:+84 (074 393 5189

Mysore,
Kamataka

It may not wield the influence it once did, but this
royal city remains one of India’s most compelling
destinations. Isabel Putinja relishes its grandeur

without interruption from
the 13th centuryuntil India’s
independencein 1947, Thanks
tao the oyal family, Mysoreisa
planned city, with wide avenues.
and a modern sewage system.
English-language education
wasintroduced here inthe early
18005, The Mysore Kingdom
wasalso the first regiononthe
subcontinent toget elec tricity.
The Wodeyarswere also
patrons clf theartsand.as a
result, Mysoreis Karnataks's
cultural capital. it’s also

which takes place in September
orOctober.

WHAT TO DO
Amba Vilas Palace is Mysore's
top attraction and remains
the royal family’s home. Built
in the Indo-Saracenic style,
which blendselementsof Hindu
and Moghul architecture with
European gothictouches, it's
oneof India smostvisited
sites. A total of 98260 hght
bulbs illuminate the palace on
Sundays, publicholid ays and
during the Dasara Festival.
Thankstoitswide roads and
well-maintained pavements,
the best way tosee Mysareis

onfoot. Royal Mysore Walks,

run by ateamof locals who

are passionate about the city’s
heritage, offers avaniety of city
walking tours. These take visitars
natanlytothe city's mamy

key monuments and heritage
buildings., but also of f the tourist
trail, where it's possible to get

a glimpse of the many dif ferent
facets of kocal life. Fromthe
calourful stalls of 125-yearakd
Devaraja Market tothe city’s
fading art deco cinemas, there’s
much toexplore.

WHERE TO STAY

A former palace built for the
Maharajah’s three daughters, the
Green Hotel has been tastefully
restored and comeerted intoa

heritage hotel. There are seven
beautifully decorated rooms in
the palace, with the Maharani
suite being the most exclusiwe.
The 24 rooms for traveliers are
more modest and st in an annex
overkbooking an exquisite flower
garden. Jthergood reasonsto
stay at the Green Hotelinclude

its eco-friendly approach to
duoing business: there’s no air
conditioning {don’'t worry, it'snot
required J, water is heated via solar
panels and rainwater is harvested
andreussad. Also, all proceeds
fram the hotel'soperations go

tolocal charities. The charming
indoor café, run by awomen's
collective, and garden restaurant
add tothe hotel’s appeal.

travel the buzz

FIND IT:

® The fastest and most
comfortable way to
travel is by train. The
Shatabdi Express leaves
Bangalore City railway
station at1lam, arriving

in Mysore two hours

later.

® Royal Mysore
Walks, tel: +81 (01596
3204 4188, www.
royalmysorewalks.com
® The Green Hotel, tel:
+51 (0)821 425 5000,
www. greenhotelindia.
com
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